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A postcard dating from about 1900 promotes the Ross Valley for fishing. 

The information in this article was 
condensed from a draft report prepared by 
Michael Love and Associates, as part of 
work funded by a grant to Friends from the 
California Coastal Conservancy. 

Abundant steelhead trout 
(Oncorhynchus mykiss) and coho salm-
on (Oncorhynchus kisutch) spawned in 
the creeks of the Ross Valley during 
the 1940s and 50s. Over the years, 
these creeks were degraded as fish 
habitat by hardened banks, culverts, 
and dams for swimming holes and 
stock ponds. Fewer and fewer fish 
returned to spawn. The final insult 
was the construction of the concrete 
channel in Kentfield and Ross, built 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) in the 1960s with the in-
tended purpose of reducing flood-
ing. Making it through that barrier is 
something only the most robust fish 
can accomplish. About 10 years after 
its construction, coho salmon were 
extirpated from the watershed. A 

very small population of steelhead trout, 
now listed as threatened under the Fed-
eral Endangered Species Act, lingers on.  

The section of concrete channel 

upstream of the College of Marin 
campus is the primary barrier to fish 
passage within lower Corte Madera 
Creek. Although two streams that 
historically supported salmonid spe-
cies, Larkspur Creek and Tamalpais 
Creek, can be reached without pass-
ing through the concrete channel, 
both of them are seriously impaired: 
neither supports coho or steelhead 
populations.  

The concrete channel reaches 
from Kentfield, downstream of Kent 
Middle School (KMS) to near the 
Ross post office. Below College Ave-
nue, adjacent to the KMS campus, 
the channel provides poor fish habi-
tat, but they can move through it. 
Then, as spawners attempt to move 
upstream, they encounter higher wa-
ter velocities and the trip becomes 
even more challenging.  

Two features to aid migrating 

A Time to Reflect ï A Time to Be Grateful 
by Nicholas Salcedo 

These are strange times. With 
hearts filled with sorrow and com-
passion for those that have fallen 
gravely ill, or worse, lost their lives, 
Friends of Corte Madera Creek Wa-
tershed board members took some 
time to stop, reflect and share. 

Those of us living in the Corte 
Madera Creek Watershed are fortu-
nate enough to be able to venture 
outside our homes, to locations we 
may only access by foot or bicycle. 
We found we are truly grateful for 
the watershed, for it provides us 
with so many different outdoor loca-
tions and activities. 

We are lucky to have a variety of 
spots, from marshes to creeks to 
mountain tops, many of which are 
protected open space, in our water-
shed, that are close enough to hike 
or bike to. We even have a sandy 
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beach, Point San Quentin Beach. 

Taking a walk, and taking in the 
views, are the two most popular ac-
tivities we have been relying on to 
get us through the days. òWhat 
would we do without the Creekside 
walking path?ó writes Laura. òIõve 
never seen it so busy. At any given 
time, there are families on bikes, 
couples holding hands, parents 
pushing strollers, runners with head-
phones on, skateboarders, dog walk-
ers.ó Many other paths in the water-
shed also provide a nice, easy stroll, 
like the Larkspur-Corte Madera Path, 
or those around Shorebird Marsh. 

Bird-watching is a reward for 
many who use these paths. Ann rel-
ishes òthe ever-changing panorama 
of bird life,ó of Shorebird Marsh. 
òFlocks of pelicans in late winter, 
numerous ducks, sandpipers, egrets, 
an occasional stately great blue 
heron, and more.ó Laura continues, 
on the Creekside marshes, òblack-
necked stilts are always there, and 
often killdeer, mallard pairs, avocets, 
heronsñlarge and small, white and 

blue. Gulls and geese, sometimes 
sanderlings. Even an occasional buf-
flehead.ó 

Yet others like to take the steeper 
path, and get some more strenuous 
exercise. As Mike says, òBaldy is  
remarkable, a prominent Marin peak 
(elev. 1,141õ) that sits in the middle 
of the Corte Madera Creek water-
shed. It allows views of the headwa-
ters, the slopes of Tamalpais, west to 
the outer reaches of Fairfax, and of 
the whole of Ross Valley.ó Mike con-
tinues, òa steep climb by any route, it 
gets your heart pumping. And then, 
at the summit, your spirits are raised 
with wildflower displays, the sights 
of the north bay and the City of San 
Francisco.ó 

Speaking of adventure, some like 
to just go outside to be in nature, see 
the world outside their home. òIt is 
all an adventure to my twin grand-
sons,ó say Charlie. òBuzzing grass-
hoppers, newts, yellow carpets of 
tarplant, fragrant sagebrush, rope 
swings hung from an oak tree, and 
the scramble up to the water tank on 
Camino de Herrera, where we cut 
agave leaves from which to make 
string. There we look out over the 
jumble of wooded hills around Fair-
fax, and up to the skyline of Bolinas 
Ridge and Mount Tamalpais.ó 

We are all appreciative of the 
open space, and diverse habitatsñ
woodlands, chaparral, grasslandsñ
providing for the watershedõs plant 
and animals. Charlie continues, 
òWeõre often reminded that open 
space is not far away. Deer trim our 
roses, browse on maidenhair fern at 
the open front door, or nibble mock-
orange leaves. At night, coyotesõ oth-
er-worldly calls and responses tell 
that the predators have left their 
dens and are roaming the water-
shed.ó As for the two grandsons, 
they òdidnõt encounter any wolves, 
fierce or friendly,ó on their adven-
ture, but they did get to òwatch two 
coyotes slinking away under some 

 

Others took to relaxation. Gerhard 

A walk in the hills after confinement at home provides a welcome rest for the eyes and a  
vision of normalcy in nature. Photo by Charles Kennard 

Charlieõs grandson Rafi shows a good grip 
on mechanics while pulling broom in Haw-
thorne Canyon. Photo by Charles Kennard 


